
MACHINING  
TECHNICIAN  
APPRENTICESHIP

in partnership with



The Sheffield College is proud  
to launch a new Apprenticeship  
in collaboration with the Company  
of Cutlers. 
This Apprenticeship has been designed 
to better meet the needs of our 
region’s employers and help people 
gain the skills they need for their  
future careers.

This Apprenticeship will prepare  
you for a career as a:
•	Centre lathe turner
•	CNC centre lathe turner
•	CNC EDM machinist technician
•	CNC gear cutter
•	CNC gear cutter and grinder
•	CNC horizontal borer 
•	CNC machinist
•	CNC machinist  

(miller turner or grinder)
•	CNC machinist programmer
•	CNC vertical borer
•	Conventional vertical borer
•	EDM machinist technician
•	Gear cutter
•	Gear cutter and grinder
•	Horizontal borer
•	Machining technician
•	Machinist
•	Manual machinist 

(miller turner or grinder)
•	Precision engineer

LEVEL 3 MACHINING
TECHNICIAN APPRENTICESHIP
The purpose of the Machining 
Technician Standard is to produce 
complex and precision work by 
machining components. Components 
are machined from metal or specialist 
materials using conventional or CNC 
machine tools.



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
•	Typically, Apprentices will have 

Functional Skills Level 2 or GCSE 
Grade 4 or above in English and 
Maths. Support will be available 
for Apprentices who are working 
at Grade 3 to complete their 
English and maths whilst on their 
Apprenticeship

•	Applicants should be enthusiastic, 
committed to learn, have a high 
attention to detail and be looking  
to start a new career

WHAT, WHERE AND  
HOW YOU’LL LEARN
The Apprenticeship will be delivered 
at Liberty Steel Training Centre 
(Stocksbridge) and our Advanced 
Technology Centre (previously known 
as Olive Grove Campus). This will be as 
follows:
•	During months 1–3, Apprentices 

attend Liberty Steel Training Centre 
(Stocksbridge) from Monday to 
Friday. This will include four days 
workshop delivery and one  
day technical BTEC delivery

•	One week block at our Advanced 
Technology Centre covering CNC

•	Following this, Apprentices will 
attend day release to continue 
studies at our Advanced Technology 
Centre to cover the following units:

Mandatory BTEC units Proposed optional units

General Machining Techniques 
(Liberty)

Advance Manual Turning

Health and Safety Advance Manual Milling

Communicating for Engineering CNC Programming

Maths for Engineering Mechanical Principles for Engineering

Properties and Applications of 
Engineering Materials 

Organisational Efficiency  
and Improvement

Apprentices will also learn key skills 
or competence elements that will 
be developed both in the college 
environment and the workplace. 
This will include CNC milling, turning, 
grinding, general welding and the 
interpretation and use of 2D drawings.

Industry 4.0 (robotics, AI etc.)



Please contact  
mach@sheffcol.ac.uk  
or get in touch via our 
social media channels  
for more information.
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